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hereabouts is astonished if we sit down to break-
fast one morning four souls instead of two/'
" Then that is settled," said I.   " And now
can you recommend shelter for us that are left.
If it's not too far, we can make it before the
- dawn,"
As I spoke, I heard hoofs in the street and a
moment later someone was kicking the shutters
which kept the* mouth of the forge.
"Troopers," breathed George. "Who else
would knock up a smith ? "
Without a word Ramon left us to seek the
door of the house, while George slunk close to
the shutters to hear what was said.
The man without was impatient and kicked
again. Then he let out a curse in English
because no answer was made. . . ,
Before we had recovered our wits, he was
asking in broken German to have a horse shod
and swearing that he would pay double if the
smith would do it at once.
" You must wait until daylight/' said Ramon.
" I cannot yet see."
"Not I," said the other roughly. "You
must do it by candle-light, I tell you, I'll pay
you double-----"
"At dawn," said Ramon shortly and shut
the door.
As he re-entered the forge------
" Who on earth is that ? " said George.
" And what is he doing here ? "
" He is out of the circus/' said Ramon. " I
heard it was here. They passed through Elsa
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